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Standardized test-optional 
application raises questions

UT waiving standardized testing re-
quirements for the 2021-22 application 
cycle made some prospective students 
feel left behind.

Matilda Herrera Ramirez, Communi-
cation Arts High School senior, said she 
was unable to take the SAT or ACT due 
to COVID-19 restrictions in her town. 
She said she would have otherwise tak-
en the tests and submitted her scores to 
UT as a part of her application.

“It did feel quite unfair,” Herrera 
Ramirez said. “I know many students 
were in the same boat as I was of not 
having been able to take a test, so it 
didn’t feel like a choice to submit it or 
not but rather a question of having a 
score or not.”

UT waived the ACT/SAT require-
ment for applicants due to testing lim-
itations because of COVID-19, accord-
ing to the UT News website. By making 
the tests optional, some high school stu-
dents who were unable to take the SAT 
or ACT said they feel it is hard and un-
fair to compete with others who applied 
for UT and submitted their scores.  

Miguel Wasielewski, executive direc-
tor of admissions, said the University 
utilizes a holistic application review 
process in which no factor bears more 
weight than any other factor — al-
lowing for some parts to be option-
al, such as testing scores and letters  
of recommendation. 

“If a student feels like whatever they 
have access to provides a different angle 
on explaining who they are, those are 
important components that we want to 
be able to see,” Wasielewski said. “But 
we didn’t want to make (standardized 
testing scores) a barrier for students.”

Wasielewski said the application 
judges undergo implicit bias training 
every year to ensure holistic review  

standards are followed.
Arjun Bhargava, McKinney High 

School senior, said he took the SAT 
and submitted his score as a part of his  
UT application.

“I live in an area where testing was 
still conducted, and I had the resourc-
es and time to receive a score that I felt 
good about,” Bhargava said. “These are 
two privileges that many students do 
not have.”

Plan II senior Irene Ameena said the 
ultimate goal should be to stop using 
standardizing testing altogether.

The standardized testing re-
quirement will be reinstated for 
the 2022-23 application cycle,  
Wasielewski said. 

“If we feel that we need to waive 
(standardized testing) requirements 
again, we’ll certainly pursue that as an 
option,” Wasielewski said.

sylvia asuncion-crabb / the daily texan staff

By Katya Bandouil
@kat372
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A face covering is required to use CapMetro services, 
so please Ride with CARE (a costume mask is not a 

substitute for a medical or cloth mask).   

Sam Hain

CAPMETRO

GET AN

EDUCATION

GET AN

EDUCATION

Visit CapMetroblog.comto learn more.  

Pumpkin spice season is upon us, so there’s 
no better month to discover all the spooky 

specters skulking around your favorite haunts. 
Jump on a bus (and out of your skin), as you 
explore the creepiest locales Austin has to 

offer — FREE with your valid UT ID!  

CARVE OUT TIME WITH 
SOME CREATURES OF 

THE NIGHT.
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Online classes make students 
consider taking time off 

jacky tovar / the daily texan staff

Government junior 
Kara Adamcik said she 
dropped out halfway 
through the semester be-
cause of problems around 
her physical and mental 
well-being.

“I wasn’t taking care 
of myself because I was 
caught in a loop of (be-
ing) behind in school,” 
Adamcik said. “I couldn’t 
focus on anything because 
I get really bad brain fog 
as part of my depression, 
and I was also just nau-
seous and dizzy, feeling 
like garbage all the time.”

With the fall semes-
ter mainly online, many 
students are considering 
going part time or taking 
a gap year to alleviate 
their stresses from this 
semester. Adamcik said 
she would forget to do 
things such as showering, 
exercising or eating food 
because she was trying to 
catch up on classes and 

focus on school.
“Online classes made 

it harder because there 
wasn’t structure,” Adam-
cik said. “I do so much 
better in (physical) class-
es whenever I have a 
specific time like, ‘I need 
to get up out of bed at 
this time, I need to take 
a shower, I need to put 
on real clothes, I need 
to go somewhere.’ It 
helps me actually get my  
day started.”

In the meantime, 
Adamcik said she has been 
taking care of herself, and 
she plans on coming back 
next semester.

“I’m thankful that I 
took this break. I think 
it’s the best academ-
ic decision that I have 
made,” Adamcik said. “It 
really led me to priori-
tize taking care of myself 
in a way that I’ve never 
done because I’ve always  
prioritized school.”

Computer science 
sophomore Michelle San-
chez said she plans to take 

10 hours of courses next 
semester after her expe-
rience taking online class-
es full time during the  
fall semester.

“It is honestly a wreck 
because a large part of 
these college classes is 
not only the college ex-
perience but also col-
laborating with others,”  
Sanchez said. 

Kaleigh Haynie, a fresh-
man in the Pre-Athletic 
Training program, said 
she considered taking a 
gap year before she en-
rolled in the fall semester 
because she didn’t want to 
take her classes online.

“I’m a hands-on 
learner, and I just like 
the in-person experi-
ence more because it 
feels more thorough,”  
Haynie said.

However, she decided 
against the gap year and 
is glad she returned. 

“I’m thankful I did 
because I’ve met a lot 
of really great people,”  
Haynie said.

By Kevin Vu
@KevinKek_
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iking is a safe 
and sustain-
able way to 
get around, 
especially as 
an alterna-

tive to public buses in the age of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. How-
ever, not everyone who owns a 
bike has all the tools necessary 
to maintain it. When my wheels 
went flat, I counted on UT to get 
me riding again. 

UT’s Parking and Transpor-
tation Services offers tools to 
maintain your bike to members 
of the UT community. After I dis-
covered this resource, I headed 
to a parking garage where Park-
ing and Transportation Services 
stores bike pumps for commu-
nity use, only to be told they had 
been “rounded up.” Plan B was to 
try the 24/7 pump on Speedway, 
but when I pulled up, I found that 

it was broken. 
An exciting first day with 

my bike turned into a tiring 
walk home.

UT needs to support a pos-
itive biking experience on 
campus by ensuring that the 
tools they advertise function 
as they should. This starts with 
fixing the pumps at the 24/7 
service stations and making 
additional pumps available 
in the parking garages in a 
safe manner compliant with  
pandemic protocols. 

The Fixit stations and 
pumps aim to get bikers back 
on the road. While these sta-
tions are a great initiative by 
Parking and Transportation 
Services to help bikers, they 
have their flaws.

“We noticed that pumps 
were routinely found to be 
broken … (so) we removed the 
pumps while we determine a 
plan to more regularly monitor 
them for replacement and re-
pair,” said Blanca Gamez, associ-

ate director of Parking and  
Transportation Services. 

Eric Wang, a public 
health junior who works 
for the Orange Bike Proj-
ect, UT’s community 
bike workshop, has no-
ticed chronic problems 
and poor maintenance 
with the stations.

“The tools are rust-
ed, and the pump head 
(on Speedway) has been 
missing since my fresh-
man year,” Wang said. 
“It’s a great idea. It just 
needs to be maintained.” 

The combination of 
dysfunctional stations 

and missing pumps from park-
ing garages leaves bikers with no 
solution for flat tires. In addition 
to maintaining the existing sta-
tions, UT must also find a way to 
provide bike pumps at parking 
garages while protecting employ-
ees and bikers from COVID-19.

Currently, the bike pumps 
housed in parking garages 
have been removed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While the 
health of our community is a 
strong priority, it doesn’t make 
sense to completely remove a re-
source the community relies on. 

Risk of transmission via sur-
face contamination on bike 
pumps can be addressed in the 
same way that we approach  
everything else: by the use of 

proper personal protective equip-
ment and sanitation.

Requiring bikers to wear 
masks, self-monitor for 
COVID-19 symptoms using the 
Protect Texas Together app and 
bring sanitation equipment such 
as wipes or gloves would greatly 
reduce the risk of spread via sur-
face sharing. 

Additionally, bikers could call 
the parking garage in advance 
to schedule pump use, further 
reducing face-to-face contact. A 
15-minute buffer before and after 
an appointment offers enough 
time for staff to prepare the pump 
before a biker arrives and sanitize 
the pump after the biker leaves.

For the 24/7 pumps, theft 
is likely to blame for missing  

adapters. Storing adapters at 
a central location, such as the 
front desk of the William C. 
Powers Student Activity Center, 
and making them available for 
checkout in exchange for col-
lateral would keep pumps safe  
and functional.

UT needs to implement solu-
tions like this as it continues to 
work toward improving the bik-
ing experience on campus. By 
utilizing new processes and rules 
to maintain 24/7 pumps while 
keeping bikers and staff safe 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Parking and Transportation Ser-
vices can help get bikers on the 
road again. 

Lee is a civil engineering ju-
nior from Plano, Texas.

GALLERY
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Improve biking resources
COLUMN

UT must ensure the resources it advertises for bikers on campus function as they should.
By Richard Lee  
Columnist 

4-Opinion



Some students say they 
have struggled to make timely 
appointments with the Coun-
seling and Mental Health 
Center and reach the crisis 
hotline this semester. 

Biology sophomore Ximena 
Pastor Navarro said she was 
recommended to CMHC by 
Student Emergency Services. 
She said three weeks passed 
before her first appointment, 
which caused her to sec-
ond-guess attending.

“I ended up deciding to 
go, which was really help-
ful,” Pastor said. “Having to 
wait that long was definitely 
harder on my mental health 
because I didn’t have anyone 
to talk to.”

Pastor said she is concerned 
about going to virtual therapy 
appointments because of the 
lack of privacy in her room  
at home. 

“(Virtual sessions) are a lot 
harder … because I’m in my 
room so anyone can walk in at 
any time,” Pastor said. “I can 
be scared of my parents (or 
my sister) overhearing com-
pared to when you’re in per-
son, you know no one’s going 
to want to walk in and it’s a 
safe place.”

Sara Vela, a radio-tele-
vision-film senior, has at-
tended appointments with 
CMHC since her freshman 
year, but she recently had 
trouble reaching the CMHC  
crisis hotline.

“As time went and they 
weren’t answering, I started 
looking up resources online 
that I could read while I was 
waiting,” Vela said. “By the 
time the 45-minute mark hit, 
I was not in as calm of a state 
as I know I would have been 
if they’d answered, but I was 
definitely not feeling like I 
was in a crisis.”

Vela said she had positive 
experiences with therapists at 
CMHC and the crisis hotline 
in the past.

“It’s only not connect-
ed to me for this long once, 
(during) freshman year, but 
I’ve used it (about) five times 
total, and it’s worked every 
other time,” Vela said.

Katy Redd, the CMHC asso-
ciate director for prevention, 
development and media rela-
tions, said there are private 
rooms available for telethera-
py appointments for students 
in the Austin area. She did 
not immediately respond to 
a request for comment on the 
crisis hotline wait times.

“(Some students’) living 
situation isn’t conducive to 
privacy, so they’re able to re-
serve a private room for a tele-
therapy appointment,” Redd 
said. “It’s available for stu-
dents who have appointments 
with any counselor, wheth-
er that counselor is a CMHC 
counselor or someone in  
the community.”

Redd said the amount of 
students making appoint-
ments with CMHC has de-
creased since last year, but 

student concerns have not 
changed since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The most common con-
cerns in this order is anxiety, 
stress and depression,” Redd 
said. “We have seen a higher 
percentage of students indi-
cating those things are bring-
ing them in.”

Redd said students should 
still call CMHC to receive 
assistance if they need it. 
She said the services offered 
to each student by CMHC 
are individualized, and ev-
ery student’s experience will  
be different. 

“Don’t let concerns about 
‘They’re too busy,’ (stop you 
from calling),” Redd said. 
“If you’re experiencing men-
tal health concerns, call 
the Counseling and Mental 
Health Center, and we’ll help 
… (you) figure out how to get 
connected to mental health 
care.”
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By Sheryl Lawrence
@sheryl_rence

asiyad saeed / the daily texan staff

Students struggle to 
receive timely help 
from CMHC
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T social work 
students and 
professors op-
posed a now-re-
scinded rule 
that would have 
allowed social 

workers in Texas to turn away 
clients because of their sexual 
orientation, gender identity or  
disability status.

The Texas State Board of Social 
Worker Examiners passed the rule 
change Oct. 12, which was recom-
mended by the governor’s office 
to make the code of conduct align 
with state law, according to The 
Texas Tribune. On Tuesday, the 
Texas Behavioral Health Executive 
Council restored the protections af-
ter public backlash.

Luis Zayas, dean of the School 
of Social Work, and Allan Cole, 
senior associate dean for aca-
demic affairs in the School of 
Social Work, released a public 
statement denouncing the rule 
on Oct. 21, before protections  
were restored. 

“This decision threatens the 
practice of licensed professional 
social workers and the many Tex-
ans they are dedicated to serving,” 
they said in the statement.

Social workers provide a range of 

duties to support people’s well-be-
ing, including mental health and 
welfare services, according to the 
Social Work Guide. Sandy Magaña, 
a social work professor who spe-
cializes in autism and neurodevel-
opmental disabilities, said the rule 
would have negatively impacted 
students and community members  
with disabilities.

“We do have students on campus 
who are on the autism spectrum … 
(and) programs serving individu-
als with intellectual disabilities,” 
Magaña said. “They’re particularly 
going to need that mental health 
counseling to help with (mental 
health issues).” 

Magaña also said LGBTQ+ 
people who are in need of social 
work services could have been  
negatively affected.

“In parts of Texas where val-
ues might be different than there 
might be in Austin, people might 
use (the rule) as a reason to dis-
criminate because they don’t  
believe they should serve 
(LGBTQ+ community members),”  
Magaña said.

Emily Neie, a social work mas-
ters student and founding member 
of the UT Queer Social Work Col-
lective, said she felt numb when the 
rule first came out. 

“Trying to seek services can 
be a very vulnerable thing, so  
protecting people that are already 
in a more vulnerable position … is 

not meant to be inherently politi-
cal,” Neie said. 

Zayas, Magaña and Neie 
all said they welcomed the 
rule’s reversal.

“The (rule’s reversal) was, sim-
ply, the right thing to do,” Zayas 
said in an email. “In reversing its 
earlier decision, the state board put 
the interest of all Texans first, not 
just the interests of social workers.”

Social work senior Iris Kim said 
as someone who has worked with 
clients the rule potentially would 
have affected, she was overjoyed it 
was rescinded. But Kim said she is 
still shocked that it was passed in the  
first place. 

“It just felt like (this rule) came 
out of nowhere,” Kim said. “There’s 
never really any reason to remove 
nondiscriminatory language. We 
should have these protective mea-
sures in place.”

Neie said many LGBTQ+ so-
cial workers are used to their 
identities and communities  
being politicized.

“Let this be a wake-up call that 
just because a code of ethics exists 
doesn’t inherently mean that every 
single person entering into that 
career or calling inherently agrees 
with the code of ethics, and (they) 
may try to find ways to challenge 
it,” Neie said.

6-Doubletruck
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UT social work denounces  
now-reversed rule allowing LGBTQ+ 
and disability discrimination.

ravi teja / the daily texan file

By Andrew Zhang
@andrewczhang

... People might use 
(the rule) as a rea-
son to discriminate 
because they don’t 
believe they should 

serve (LGBTQ+ com-
munity members).” 

SANDY MAGAÑA
social work professor

‘Let this be a wake-up call’‘Let this be a wake-up call’
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Riley Church’s hands ran 
along the edges of the bright 
red fabric as they sewed the 
bows for their Powerpuff Girl 
Halloween costume.

In light of COVID-19 
regulations, students have 
found ways to make sure 
the Halloween spirit is 
restored this year. Some are 
putting together their own 
costumes as they plan the  
weekend’s festivities.

After brainstorming 
costume ideas for weeks, 
Church, a Plan II and radio-
television-film freshman, 
and their two roommates 
decided that they will dress 
up as The Powerpuff Girls. 
The trio combined closets to 
find pieces they could use to 
put their unique twist on the 
classic characters. 

“We ran around swapping 
clothes,” Church said in an 
email. “The goal isn’t to be a 
perfect image of the girls but 
instead have monochromatic 
outfits inspired by them.” 

As a seamstress with 
a background in theater 
costume design, Church used 
their sewing skills to create 
the details of the costume, 
such as Blossom’s red hair 
bow. Church said Halloween 
has always been their favorite 
holiday, and they did not want 
to let COVID-19 get in the way 
of their festivities. 

“My roommates and I are 
going to watch some spooky 
movies and chow down on 
some candy,” Church said. 
“We enjoy all the Halloween 
movies, so we have to get in 
the spirit somehow.”

Grace Besly, 
communication and 
leadership freshman, and her 
boyfriend Joseph Richardson 
have decided to channel their 
inner influencers with their 
costumes. The couple will use 
pieces from their own closets 
and materials they ordered 
from Target and Amazon 
to dress up like TikTok 
stars Charli D’Amelio and  
Chase Hudson. 

Students design homemade Halloween costumes
STUDENT LIFE

By Miranda Garza
@mirandacgarza “We both thought it would 

be so fun and hilarious,” Besly 
said in an email. “Chase, 
Charli and the Hype House 
are relevant to this year, so it 
felt fitting to do it.” 

Besly will be wearing yoga 
pants and a cropped gray 
sweatshirt paired with a 
black wig that she ordered 
online. She’ll also wear press-
on nails and fake eyelashes 
and finish off the look with a 
Dunkin’ Donuts iced coffee in  
her hand. 

“I looked at Halloween as 
a fun way to celebrate and 
distract myself from the 
current situation instead of 
seeing it as another thing 
dampened by the pandemic,” 
Besly said. 

Braxdon Cannon’s 
friends inspired his Glee-
themed costume. After the 
mathematics freshman 
learned a dance routine from 
the show with his best friends, 
he decided that a “Cheerio,” a 
cheerleader from the show, 
would be the perfect costume. 

Using different red and 
white pieces in his closet 
and a blonde wig that his 
friend bought him at Buffalo 
Exchange, Cannon plans 
to recreate the iconic cheer 
uniform. He said putting 
together the costume himself 
was less stressful than 
his usual Halloween look, 
which includes far more  
elaborate costumes. 

“If (COVID-19) wasn’t 
prevalent, I probably would 
have put way more effort 
into it,” Cannon said in an 
email. “I won’t be seeing a 
ton of people. When it’s just 
close friends, you have fewer  
to impress.”

Cannon plans on spending 
this Halloween with his four 
closest friends and said large 
gatherings aren’t necessary 
to keep the Halloween  
spirit alive. 

“(Halloween) is a 
combination of weather, 
smells, foods and movies 
for me, none of which has 
been directly affected by 
(COVID-19),” Cannon said. “I 
think we should still make fun 
out of any situation.”  rocky higine / the daily texan staff

7FRIGHTS&ARTS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2020

Life&Arts Editor  A R I A N A  A R R E D O N D O

Doubletruck-7



8

STUDENT LIFE

The scariest day of the year 
isn’t far off, and The Daily 
Texan is here to help you 
celebrate. Move your eyes to 
the rest of this guide to figure 
out how to send chills down 
your spine. 

The Texan has compiled 
a guide of several 
festive  ideas to enhance 
your 2020 Halloween  
weekend experience. 

Watch “The Texas 
Chain Saw Massacre” 
while eating barbecue 

There is no better food to 
accompany Tobe Hooper’s 
grimy slasher film “The Texas 
Chain Saw Massacre” than 
signature Texas barbecue. 
Sit back on the couch and 
dive into some baby back 
ribs while Leatherface revs 
his chain saw on the screen. 
As a bonus idea, only take a 
chomp out of your food when 
meat is featured in the film. 
You’ll truly feel like a part of 
the infamous Sawyer family 
by the end of the night. 

Have a baby doll picnic 
If you’re looking for some 

company on this year’s 
Allhallows Eve, gather some 
of your closest friends and 
antique dolls for a fun evening 
meal. With food and dolls in 
hand, find a nice spot outside 
to set up shop. Once there, 
socially distance with your 
friends and seat your antique 
little children all around you. 
Bring along a speaker to 
blast your favorite nursery 
rhymes to really upgrade 
the experience.

Howl at the moon 
This Oct. 31 is not only on 

a Saturday, but there will also 
be a blue moon that night. 
This means that for the first 
time since 1944, Halloween 

will be accompanied by a fully 
illuminated moon. Obviously, 
the only logical thing to do with 
this information is to go into full 
werewolf mode this weekend. 
Gather a pack of like-minded 
buddies, head out to one of the 
various overlooks around Austin 
and let the howling commence. 

Bloody Mary 

A creeptastic guide to raise your spirits this Halloweekend
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By Noah Levine
@zproductionz

 bathroom party
With social distancing 

protocols in effect, it may be 
difficult to celebrate the most 
frightening day of the year with 
others. However, there are no 
rules against being in close 
contact with the spirit world. 
Luckily for you, Bloody Mary is 
available to summon with ANY 
household mirror. That’s right. 

Gather some snacks, candles, 
candy and whatever other 
festive objects you want and 
head into your bathroom. Call 
out Mary’s name three times 
and watch as her wretched spirit 
leaps from the mirror to join 
your Allhallows Eve fun.

Listen to the 
“Psycho” soundtrack  

while showering
Since you will already be in 

your bathroom for the Bloody 
Mary party, why not rinse off 
with a nice shower? Plug in a 
speaker and pull up Bernard 
Herrmann’s chilling “Psycho” 
score on any music streaming 
platform. Click play on the track 
entitled “The Murder,” and 

you’ll be feeling like Marion 
Crane in no time. Additionally, 
bring some chocolate syrup 
with you to truly simulate 
the blood effect featured in  
the movie. 

Put in vampire fangs 
and eat ketchup 

Yep. There’s not much to 
explain here. Just trust me. 

emma george / the daily texan staff
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Sports Editor M YA H  TAY L O R SPORTS
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

‘Blessed to see another day’

copyright elena lovato, and reproduced with permission
Texas women’s basketball assistant coach Elena Lovato takes a selfie with her mother, Frances Lovato. 
Elena said she used to call her mother every morning before Frances passed away in October 2019.

lena Lova-
to sends 
out the 
s a m e 
tweet to 
more than 

9,400 Twitter followers  
every morning. 

“Blessed to see another 
day!” Lovato writes. “Good 
morning to my beautiful An-
gel in heaven! I love you!”

Lovato, the Texas wom-
en’s basketball assistant 
coach and recruiting coordi-
nator, said she used to start 
every morning by calling her 
mother, Frances Lovato, af-
ter a prayer and meditation 
session. The daily phone 
call morphed into a daily 
tweet after Frances passed 
away from a blood clot in 
her heart at the age of 62 on  
Oct. 5, 2019.

“I used to tweet out ‘Bless-
ed to see another day’ every 
morning because I am very 
faithful,” Lovato said. “It’s 
kind of part of the daily rou-
tine. It’s hard when things 
change, so it’s just kind of 
something I do to give me 
strength and to keep moving 
on and shining her light on 

the world.”
Lovato has grown ac-

customed to change in her 
coaching career, spending 
time at eight different schools 
over a 12-year period, but no 
unpredictable occupation 
change could have prepared 
her for the loss of her moth-
er. Lovato said Frances stood 
right by her side through ev-
ery stop in her journey.

“She’s always been a part 
of every decision that I’ve 
made,” Lovato said. “If you 
go back and look at my social 
media platforms, I think you 
would see her and my dad 
sitting in the bleachers at al-
most every gym that I’ve ever 
coached in. I’d always say 
something like, ‘my back-
bone’ or ‘my spine,’ just be-
cause they are so supportive 
of everything I’ve done.”

Leandro Lovato, Elena’s 
older brother, said their 
mother was the heart and 
soul of the family. 

“Growing up, she was al-
ways there for everything 
we ever wanted or needed, 
whether it was in sports or 
school,” Leandro said. “She 
always nurtured our dreams, 
never forced us, but always 
helped us follow them.”

Part of what makes Ele-
na such a good fit in head 
coach Vic Schaefer’s staff 
is that they both share the 
same values that 
Frances  taught  
her daughter.

Since her 
mother’s pass-
ing, Elena 
has followed  
Schaefer and his 
entire staff from 

Mississippi State to Austin, 
Texas. Elena and Schaefer 
have coached together for all 
but two seasons, when Ele-
na was the coach at Arkan-
sas-Fort Smith, since 2014. 

Schaefer said continuing 
to show up to work every 
day despite coping with the 
hardest loss is a testament to  
Elena’s character.

“I’ve been there. I have 
buried both my mother and 
my father. When you are 
close with your family like 
I was … it’s very difficult,” 
Schaefer said. “I know Elena. 
I know where she feels like 
her mom is every day with 
her. I have a lot of respect 
for her and know that that 
is the thing that makes her  
so special.”

Elena said she is thankful 
for Schaefer, who allowed 
her to take nearly a month 
off from work at Mississip-
pi State when Frances was 
admitted to the hospital, de-
spite it being the middle of 
the July recruiting period. 

“Coach Schaefer was the 
first person I called. He said, 
‘Drop everything and go. Go 
be with your mom.’” Elena 
said. “He allowed me to be 
there the last 12 days of her 
life. I was with her until her 
last breath. She passed away 
in my arms.”

Every morning, 
assistant coach 
Elena Lovato 
honors her late 
mother with a 
tweet.

By Carter Yates
@Carter_Yates16

She always nurtured our 
dreams, never forced 

us, but always helped us  
follow them.”

LEANDRO LOVATO
elena lovato’s older brother
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GOLF

The University of Texas Golf Club contributes to  
Longhorn program success

copyright ut golf club, and reproduced with permission
Located in northwest Austin, The University of Texas Golf Club has provided Longhorn golfers with a home ever since the 7,412-yard course opened in November 2003.

By Kaitlyn Harmon
@kait_harmon

For 80 years after the con-
ception of the Texas golf pro-
gram in 1920, Longhorn golf-
ers hauled their clubs in the 
trunks of cars that doubled as 
locker rooms.  

Things have changed since 
then. Nestled in an Austin 
suburb 30 miles from cam-
pus, The University of Texas 
Golf Club gave the Long-
horns a home when it opened 
in November 2003. 

“Players truly had a home, 
a place to hang their hat 
and a place to have lockers. 
It wasn’t a perennial pow-
erhouse, and then the club 
opened and things started to 
turn a little bit,” said Steve 
Termeer, a former Texas 
golfer and the general man-
ager and chief operating offi-
cer of the UT Golf Club.

Termeer has witnessed the 
growing dynasty of the Texas 
men’s golf team in particular. 

Five men have served as 
head coach over the past 93 

years, the two most recent 
being Jimmy Clayton and 
current head coach John 
Fields. Clayton coached Ter-
meer in the late ‘80s and 
early ‘90s. Fields coached 
Termeer’s son, Tayler, from 
2011 to 2016. Steve and Tay-
ler were the first father-son 
duo of UT Golf, with the 
second being the current 
Coody twins and their father  
and grandfather.

Texas’ current status as a 
perennial powerhouse can 
be credited to Fields joining 
the program in 1997 and also 
to the creation of the club —  
a place for players to hang 
their hats and an attractive 
addition to recruits. Fields 
ushered in a new era of suc-
cess after the program’s 
back-to-back national cham-
pionships in the ‘70s, and 
the Longhorn greats start-
ed rolling in after the club  
was built.

“Cody Gribble committed, 
who got Jordan Spieth to 
commit, and the next thing 

you know, we’re off and run-
ning and win the national 
championship in 2012,” Ter-
meer said. “If you look at the 
last eight or nine years, UT is 
the most consistent team in 
match play in the country.”

One of the strengths of 
the program underneath 
Fields is the coach’s ability 
to identify what a great play-
er looks like. As the great 
players come and go, Fields 
keeps the alumni connected 
through communication and 
the golf club, where former 
players, such as Dylan Frit-
telli from the 2012 national 
championship team and Fred 
Haskins Award Winner Beau 
Hossler, use the club’s facili-
ties to practice.

While Termeer has seen 
Longhorn legends play on 
his club grounds, so has head 
golf professional Greg Gar-
ner. Garner has witnessed 
firsthand the impeccable play 
of Spieth and rising PGA pro 
Scottie Scheffler.

“A guy like Jordan Spieth, 

who was far mature beyond 
his age, how he saw the golf 
course was the equivalent of 
a 27-year-old veteran, and he 
could do that at 16,” Garner 
said, laughing. “I first saw 
Scheffler at 13, and my joke 
is he wasn’t even as tall as 
his golf bag or the trophy we 
gave him.” 

As the men on the UT golf 
team compete for another 
championship, they have 
the full support of the club, 
the tenured staff and the 
whole program of Texas right  
behind them.

“Texas has worked with 
our owners and tenured staff 
here and donors that have 
fulfilled the vision of what 
we’ve wanted to do here,” 
Garner said. “I give Fields 
a big credit for being a vi-
sionary. His visionary lead-
ership and what this club 
could morph into is unmer-
ited. I think that’s why we’re 
where we are today; we’re 
achieving further than we  
ever dreamed.”
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