
11

dan martinez / the daily texan staff

DT
Volume 121, Issue 34 

friday, november 13, 2020

more than just the sport
Lacrosse players transfer to Texas for academics and UT culture.

https://www.americancampus.com/student-apartments/tx/austin/the-castilian


BUSINESS & ADVERTISING
(512) 471-8590 
advertise@texasstudentmedia.com

Director 
Gerald Johnson
Business/ 
Operations Manager 
Frank Serpas III
Advertising Manager 
Emily Cohen
Assistant Advertising Manager
Grant Daniels
Production 
Michael Gammon
Account Executives 
Diane Byram, Pam Garner, Julianne 
Phillipp
Design 
Tillie Policastro

COPYRIGHT
Copyright 2020 Texas Student Media. All 
articles, photographs and graphics, both in 
the print and online editions, are the 
property of Texas Student Media and may 
not be reproduced or republished in part or 
in whole without written permission.

The Daily Texan, a student newspaper at The 
University of Texas at Austin, is published by 
Texas Student Media, 2500 Whitis Ave., Austin, 
TX 78712. Our work is made possible by support 
from our advertising partners and donors. To 
provide individual support, please visit The Daily 
Texan page at supportstudentvoices.org. To 
highlight your business, please email 
advertise@texasstudentmedia.com. The Daily 
Texan does not publish during academic breaks, 
most Federal Holidays and exam periods. News 
contributions will be accepted by telephone 
(471-4591), or at the editorial office (HSM 
2.120). Entire contents copyright 2020 Texas 
Student Media.

THE DAILY TEXAN MAIL 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
One Semester (Fall/Spring) 
$60.00

Two Semesters (Fall & Spring)  
$120.00

Summer Session 
$40.00
One Year (Fall, Spring and Summer)  
$150.00

To charge by VISA or MasterCard, call 
471-5083. Send orders and address 
changes to Texas Student Media, 
P.O. Box D, Austin, TX 78713-8904.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Ad space is reserved by noon at least two 
business days before regular publications. For 
special editions and other advertising 
opportunities please speak with a TSM 
account executive for deadlines and additional 
details. TThhee  FFaallll  22002200  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  sscchheedduullee  iiss  
TTuueessddaayy  aanndd  FFrriiddaayy..

Contact advertise@texasstudentmedia.com.

ISSUE STAFF
Columnists 
Arianna Hosek 

Comic Artists 
Cate Lowry, Marissa Xiong, 
Alex Donovan, Emma George

Copy Editors 
Meena Anderson, Carrie 
Meng, Angelina Braese, Va-
leria Sixtos

Designers 
Kyle Ahern

Opinion Illustrators 
Clara Sánchez

L&A Reporters 
Leni Steinhardt, Morgan-Taylor 
Thomas

News Reporters 
Lauren Abel, Kevin Vu

Sports Reporters 
Daniela Perez

AUSTIN WEATHER

this is why im quitting

TODAY 
Nov. 13

HI 81º
LO 70º

TOMORROW 
Nov. 14

HI 86º
LO 63º

DT Contents:
News
UTPD will keep the 
red and blue lights 

on squad cars lit overnight to 
increase visibility.

03pa
ge

PERMANENT STAFF
Editor-in-Chief 
Emily Caldwell

Managing Editor 
Megan Menchaca

Assoc. Managing Editors  
Jason Lihuang, Trinady Joslin

Director of Digital Strategy 
Michael Hernandez

Director of Diversity & 
Inclusion

Angelica Arinze

Collaborations Director                             
Neelam Bohra

Internal Relations Directors                                
Areeba Amer, Ariana Arredondo

Assoc. Editors 
Abby Dasgupta, Hannah Lopez, 
Julia Zaksek, Sanika Nayak 
Forum Editors 
Daisy Kielty, Maria Sailale

Illustration Coordinator  
Abriella Corker

News Editor 
Emily Hernandez

Assoc. News Editors 
Neelam Bohra, Lauren Girgis

News Desk Editors 
Areeba Amer, Hannah Williford, 
Lauren Grobe

Beat Reporters  
Andrew Zhang, Anna Canizales, 
Amanda Figueroa-Nieves, 
Brooke Ontiveros, Samantha 
Greyson, Neha Madhira, Lauren 
Goodman

Life&Arts Editor 
Ariana Arredondo

Assoc. Life&Arts Editors 
Aisling Ayers, Grace Barnes

Sr. Life&Arts Writers 
Jennifer Errico, Anissa Reyes

Sports Editor 
Myah Taylor

Assoc. Sports Editor 
Stephen Wagner

Senior Sports Reporters 
Nathan Han, Carter Yates

Newsletters Editor  
Maia Borchardt

Projects Editor 
Sami Sparber

Projects Reporters 
Marcus Krum, Nicole Stuessy, 
Meara Isenberg

Copy Desk Chiefs  
Jimena Pinzon, Lawson Freeman

Assoc. Copy Desk Chiefs 
Phoebe Hayes, Irissa  
Omandam, Megan Shankle

Double Coverage Copy Editor 
Brittany Miller

Design Editor  
Sierra Wiggers 

Assoc. Design Editor 
Maria Perez

Double Coverage Designer 
Christina Peebles 
Senior Designers                         
Megan Fletcher, Eunice Bao 
Video Editor 
Jackson Barton 
Assoc. Video Editor 
Jennifer Xia, Brendan Long

Photo Editor  
Presley Glotfelty

Assoc. Photo Editor 
Jamie Hwang

Double Coverage Photo Editor 
Jack Myer

Senior Photographers 
Kirsten Hahn, Nicholas Vo

Comics Editor 
Barbra Daly

Assoc. Comics Editor 
Rocky Higine

Senior Comics Artists 
Dan Martinez, Destiny  
Alexander, Cynthia Trevino

Social Media Editor                   
Hal Riley

Assoc. Social Media Editor 
Katya Bandouil

Senior Social Media Staffers                        
Benjamin Cohen, Nuzha Zuberi              
Audio Editor 
Harper Carlton

Senior Audio Producers                       
Aurora Berry, Addie Costello, 
Chloe Young

Editorial Adviser 
Peter Chen

MAIN TELEPHONE
(512) 471-4591

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Emily Caldwell
(512) 232-2212
editor@dailytexanonline.com

MANAGING EDITOR
Megan Menchaca
(512) 232-2217
managingeditor@thedailytexan.com

NEWS OFFICE
(512) 232-2207
news@thedailytexan.com

CONTACT US

The Texan strives to present all 
information fairly, accurately and 
completely. If we have made an 
error, let us know about it. E-mail 
managingeditor@thedailytexan.com.

opinion
Residence halls 
must be better 

prepared for students to return 
after Thanksgiving break.

04pa
ge life & arts

Student indie pop 
artist talks quar-

antine and inspiration behind 
her music.

07pa
ge sports

Lacrosse transfers 
find success after 

deciding to play at Texas for 
more than just lacrosse.

10pa
ge

UNIVERSITY

UT fires longstanding professor over complaint 
of kissing female colleague on lips 

Trigger warning: 
This article referenc-
es an alleged sexual  
misconduct violation.

UT-Austin terminat-
ed chemical engineering 
professor emeritus Adam 
Heller as a research profes-
sor Sept. 1 after he alleged-
ly kissed a female co-work-
er without her consent in 
January, according to a re-
port obtained by The Dai-
ly Texan through an open  
records request.

According to the report, 
the Office for Inclusion 
and Equity found suffi-
cient evidence on June 
25 that Heller violated 
Handbook of Operating 
Procedures 3-3031, an 
employee policy prohib-
iting sexual misconduct, 
interpersonal violence and 
sexual harassment. Daniel 
Jaffe, interim executive 
vice president and pro-
vost, adopted the Office 
for Inclusion and Equi-
ty’s findings, according to  
the report.

The complainant, whose 
name was withheld from 
the report, said Heller 
complimented her before 
touching her hand and 
elbow and kissing her on 
the lips, according to the 
report. Several witnesses 
said the woman told them 
about the alleged incident 
and appeared emotionally 
distressed, according to 
the report.

“As part of our 

long-standing practice, 
the University takes all 
accusations of misconduct 
very seriously,” Joey Wil-
liams, director of commu-
nications for the Office of 
the Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Provost, said in 
an email. “When an in-
vestigation finds a policy 
has been violated, appro-
priate disciplinary steps  
are taken.”

The firing was not an-
nounced publicly but in-
stead reported as a statis-
tic in an October report 
of sexual misconduct on 
campus, according to the 
Austin American-States-
man, which first reported 
the firing.

Heller has a “spotless 
record of good and fair 
conduct,” Heller’s attor-
ney Tom Nesbitt said to 
the University in a July 28 
letter, which he provided 
to the Texan. Nesbitt said 
Heller has worked with 
the woman for about 13 
years, and this was the first 
time any complaint had  
been raised.

“I am 87 and deaf,” 
Heller said to the Office 
for Inclusion and Equi-
ty investigator June 4, 
according to the letter. 
“Even though I intended 
nothing sexual and noth-
ing offensive, I under-
stand that (redacted) has 
interpreted my conduct so 
very differently than I had 
intended. … This will not  
happen again.”

In the letter, Nesbitt 
said Heller did not kiss 

the woman on her lips and 
has never done so. Nesbitt 
said the investigator never 
stated that Heller admitted 
to kissing the woman on  
her lips.

Since Heller is a retired 
faculty member, UT denied 
him a hearing and the op-
portunity to be judged by 
his peers, Nesbitt said in an 
email Thursday evening. 
Nesbitt said he requested 
a meeting with the pro-
vost and an informal res-
olution, but both requests  
were denied.

The investigation en-
tailed an interview be-
tween Heller and the in-
vestigator March 12, which 
Heller completed without 
written declaration of the 
allegations against him, 
Nesbitt said in the letter. 

The University claims that 
no recording of the inter-
view exists, Nesbitt said in  
the email.

Heller will keep his ti-
tle as Ernest Cockrell, Sr. 
Chair in Engineering Pro-
fessor Emeritus but cannot 
be employed by UT again 
or visit campus without ex-
press permission, Cockrell 
Dean Sharon Wood said to 
Heller in a Sept. 4 letter, 
which Nesbitt provided to  
the Texan.

“While I do believe that 
you did not (intend) to 
harass the complainant, 
your conduct … represents 
a failure to meet the pro-
fessional and ethical stan-
dards to which the uni-
versity holds members of 
its faculty,” Wood said in  
the letter.

By Andrew Zhang
@andrewczhang

copyright adam heller, and reproduced with permission
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Call or visit our website to learn more.
(877) 362-2608  •  austinresearchstudy.com

Paid clinical research 
studies currently enrolling 
in Austin

Healthy, 
Non-Smoking Men 
and Women 18-55

BMI 18–30 kg/m2

Compensation 
up to $7,200

Healthy,
Non-Smoking Men 
and Women 18–55

BMI 18.5–30 kg/m2

Compensation 
up to $4,000

Healthy,
Non-Smoking
 Women 18-35

BMI 18–29.9 kg/m2

Compensation 
up to $9,000

PPD has several paid clinical research studies currently enrolling in 
Austin. If any of these opportunities look like something you might be 

interested in, call today to see if you qualify!
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News Editor  E M I LY  H E R N A N D E Z

UTPD

UTPD lights up 
for more visibility 

UT Police Department aims to deter crime in West Campus 
by keeping their cars’ red and blue lights on at night.

he UT 
P o l i c e 
Depart-
m e n t 
will keep 
the red 
and blue 

lights on squad cars lit over-
night to increase visibility in 
West Campus, according to a 
Saturday UTPD tweet.

Peter Scheets, UTPD as-
sistant chief of police, said 
the increase in robberies in 
West Campus prompted the 
decision to keep “wig wag” 
lights on overnight to deter 
crime and offer enhanced 
visibility for students. “Wig 
wag” lights are the rear-facing 
red and blue lights on police 
vehicles that are difficult to 
see unless the car passes you,  
Scheets said.

“This is not a new practice,” 
Scheets said. “We’ve done this 
intermittently over the years 
during periods where we have 
a high call volume or high 
crime activity.”

UTPD employed this tech-
nique following the murders 
of students Haruka Weiser 

and Harrison Brown to offer 
increased security and de-
crease crime rates, staff officer 
Lt. Wayne Coffey said. 

“This was a way to reassure 
the community but also sig-
nal to people that are in the 
neighborhood and wanting 
to do criminal activities that 
we’re also in their presence,” 
Scheets said.

Government sopho-
more Teniece Evans said 
she disagrees with this de-
cision as it negatively af-
fects Black, Indigenous and 
people of color, and the re-
sources being used could be  
re-allocated elsewhere.

“People of color, Black stu-
dents especially, have a gen-
eral distrust in police officers, 
so the idea of having lights 
on is a slap in the face with 
everything that’s going on,”  
Evans said.

Evans said she believes re-
sources would be better spent 
increasing lighting in dark ar-
eas and putting measures in 
place that prevent the issues 
from the start.

“Why are we paying police 
to stay in alleys and intimi-
date (Black people and) peo-
ple of color when you could 

re-allocate those funds to-
ward setting up street lights 
in dark alleys where students 
are walking at night, where 
students are getting robbed?” 
Evans said.

Economics senior James 
Peterson said in a Twitter 
message he supports the de-
cision to keep lights on over-
night as it could help people 
feel safer.

“I believe it will make cit-
izens feel safer when they’re 
out and about at night and 
hopefully serve as a de-
terrent for crime as well,”  
Peterson said. 

Scheets said although the 
response to the new policy has 
been generally positive, UTPD 
is open to hearing concerns 
about the lights negatively 
affecting Black, Indigenous 
and people of color. Scheets 
also said the experience with 
UTPD will differ from that of 
the Austin Police Department, 
so students are able to make 
complaints if an issue arises.

“The feedback we’ve gotten 
has been overwhelmingly pos-
itive, but we welcome hearing 
from members of the commu-
nity if they have concerns or 
opposition,” Scheets said.

By Lauren Abel
@laurena0324

emma george / the daily texan staff

https://meandppd.com/austin-research-studies/
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Editor-In-Chief  E M I LY  C A L D W E L L

COLUMN

hen it released 
the plans for 
the fall se-
mester back 
in May, UT 
a n n o u n c e d 

that all classes would move on-
line after Thanksgiving break 
and students would not return to 
campus. This plan was intended 
to prevent a fall COVID-19 surge 
from students getting infected at 
home and then bringing it back  
to campus. 

However, University Housing 
and Dining recently sent out an 

email asking on-campus residents 
to let UHD know if they planned 
to stay home after the break. Not 
only was this email the first in-
dicator that students would be 
allowed back on campus to finish 
the semester, but it also indicat-
ed that the default option was  
to return.

This contradicts the plan re-
leased over summer and, as a 
third wave of the pandemic is al-
ready in full swing, brings about 
major health and safety concerns. 

If residence halls are planning 
to welcome students back with 
open arms after Thanksgiving, 
they must adopt stricter health 
precautions to prevent a potential 
COVID-19 breakout on campus. 

Now that they’ve been given 
the option to come back, many 
students feel the need to re-
turn to their on-campus dorms 
due to mental health bene-
fits, better study environments 
and uncomfortable conditions  
at home. 

“My mental health is a lot bet-
ter in Austin than it is at home,” 
biochemistry freshman Maddie 

Beischer said. “It’s 
much easier for 
me to focus here 
on campus, and 
during finals, I re-
ally want to have 
a place for me  
to focus.”

H o w e v e r ,  
coming back to 
campus poses 
risks in terms of 
COVID-19 safety.

“I don’t feel 
safe,” Beischer 
said. “I understand 
that I do have to 
be very careful and 
there are people  
who aren’t.”

Aaron Voyles, director for 
residence hall operations, said 
that despite the interpretation 
of the plans released over the 
summer, residence halls were al-
ways planning to stay open after  
the break. 

However, Voyles also acknowl-
edged that no extra precautions 
are planned for students that 
choose to return.

“Our procedures are going to 
be the same in terms of our daily 
cleaning and disinfecting proce-
dures and all of the student poli-
cies,” Voyles said.

The residence halls are more 
confident about health safety 
because only 1,074 of the 3,261 
residents are scheduled to re-
turn, Voyles said. While this is 
only about 30% of residents, the  

presence of COVID-19 in 1,074 in-
dividuals is much more likely than 
in zero. 

Additionally, the existing pol-
icies Voyles identified — testing, 
quarantines and sanitization — 
were created to keep up with a stu-
dent body that remained largely 
static for the whole semester. I am 
not confident they can effectively 
protect against a COVID-19 out-
break when a significant portion 
of the residence hall population 
will be leaving and then reenter-
ing the dorms within a span of  
a week. 

This is especially concerning 
because the existing policies are 
already showing weaknesses. 
Students are not getting volun-
tarily tested as much as the school 
planned for, isolation plans are 

unorganized and confusing and 
proper cleaning supplies are not 
available for residents. 

Requiring negative tests 
before return, making test-
ing mandatory while on 
campus and providing san-
itization materials to res-
idents are all ways to in-
crease safety, especially when 
students return to campus  
after Thanksgiving. 

At the end of the day, when 
a university plans a whole 
semester around a possible 
post-Thanksgiving COVID-19 
surge, it would only make 
sense for residence halls to be 
prepared post-Thanksgiving. 

As of right now, they’re not. 
Hosek is a psychology fresh-

man from Austin, Texas. 

Prepare for students’ return
University Housing 
and Dining must 
ensure it  
adequately pro-
tects residents af-
ter Thanksgiving.

By Arianna Hosek
Columnist

clara sánchez / the daily texan staff

GALLERY

charlie hyman / the daily texan staff
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RESEARCH

US Department of Energy invests $4M in UT laser
By Kevin Vu
@KevinKek_

The United States Depart-
ment of Energy announced 
an $18 million grant to sup-
port and expand the capabil-
ities of their lasers in facil-
ities across the U.S. in late 
October, and UT-Austin will 
receive $4.1 million over the 
course of three years.

In 2018, the department 
established a network of 
facilities with ultra-inten-
sity lasers across the na-
tion, including UT’s Texas 
Petawatt Laser, one of the 
highest-powered lasers in 
the world, in hopes of restor-
ing the U.S.’s top position in 
high-intensity laser research.

Todd Ditmire, the direc-
tor for the Center for High 
Energy Density Science, said 
the laser produces a power 
10 times more powerful than 
all of the power plants in the 
world. He said the laser can 
be used in many ways.

“We study astrophysics. 
We study what plasmas look 
like in high temperatures. We 
study ways of accelerating 
particles using the very in-
tense light,” Ditmire said. “I 
had a student, and we looked 
at how an explosion driven by 
the laser might simulate a su-
pernova explosion.”

Sandra Bruce, a research 
scientist for the laser who is 
managing its upgrade, said 
the grant will largely be used 
to to integrate three addition-
al lasers coordinated to work 
on the same experiment.

“Those three (beams) don’t 
need to be shooting on the 
same target at the same time,” 
Bruce said. “It could actually 
increase the number of users 
that are able to use our facil-
ity, having all of these differ-
ent lasers and different target  
chambers available.”

Bruce said to allow the 
three lasers to work togeth-
er, the team plans on making 
a new facility called Texas 
Relativistic Intensity Ultra-
fast Multi-beam Plasma sci-
ence Facility using part of  
the grant.

“This investment is really 
important for the future of 
not just laser experiments 
(and) high-energy-density 
experiments in the U.S. but 
also as a training facility,” 
Bruce said. “We have stu-
dents working and helping 
with the laser … Even un-
dergraduates are helping to 
build this upgrade.”

Michael Donovan, the as-
sociate director of the cen-
ter, said the network allows  
people from around the 
world to be able to use the  

high-intensity lasers for vari-
ous research purposes. 

“People come from all over 
the world for these experi-
ments,” Donovan said. “We 
have groups scheduled in the 
future right now from the 
Czech Republic, from Germa-
ny … and from the University 
of California, San Diego.”

copyright michael donovan, and reproduced with permission
UT will receive $4.1 million in grants over the course of three years for its Texas Petawatt Laser from the U.S. 
Department of Energy.

https://www.beaspermdonor.com/
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This year, it is not possi-
ble to transfer The Big Tick-
et to another student online 
or in person, according to  
Texas Athletics.

In past years, students 
would use group chats to buy 
and sell tickets for football 
games, but this year, the Uni-
versity has implemented a 
touchless-entry mobile ticket-
ing system that does not allow 
for ticket transfers, said Drew 

Martin, executive senior asso-
ciate athletic director for ex-
ternal affairs.

For the Nov. 7 football game 
and Nov. 5-6 volleyball games, 
student Big Ticket holders were 
required to either test negative 
for COVID-19 through UT’s 
complimentary test in the days 
leading up to game day or pro-
vide proof of a positive test re-
sult from between Aug. 7 and 
Oct. 24, according to the Texas 
Sports website. Other ticket 
holders are not required to be 
tested for COVID-19 before  

attending games. 
Martin said a student is 

eligible to receive a ticket 
only if they either test nega-
tive for COVID-19 right be-
fore the game or tested pos-
itive at least two weeks prior  
and recovered.

“We provide the testing 
group on campus with the list 
of Big Ticket holders,” Martin 
said. “They test and they re-
turn us … the list of Big Ticket 
holders that are approved to 
receive a ticket. Those are the 
only students that we load into 

the claim process.”
Business junior Christina 

Ebaseh-Onofa said she has 
seen students in group chats 
looking to buy and sell tickets, 
which she feels is concerning 
given the pandemic.

“It’s still important to do 
your part in a way you can 
do, so of course, getting test-
ed before you go and then 
isolating after you’ve gone,” 
Ebaseh-Onofa said. “But I 
know those steps were not 
happening. People are tail-
gating and (having) large  

gatherings after the game. 
You can’t force someone to do 
something they don’t want to 
do, but I just wish people get 
tested before this game.”

Business junior Jack Nich-
ols said he did not purchase a 
Big Ticket and thought about 
buying a ticket to go to one 
game but could not figure out 
how to transfer a ticket.

“I ended up not doing any-
thing,” Nichols said. “How 
does that work? Am I allowed 
to do that? So (with) a lot of 
those questions, I just decid-
ed not to. (It’s) definitely not 
worth COVID-19 happening.”

Martin said Texas Athletics 
does not know of any students 
transferring tickets.

“If you were to try to trans-
fer your ticket through the 
transfer portal, it does not al-
low the transfer of a student 
ticket,” Martin said. “It’s a 
pretty streamlined process.”

Ebaseh-Onofa said she 
would feel safer if all ticket 
holders were required to get 
tested instead of just Big Tick-
et holders, and students mov-
ing tickets around would make 
that more difficult.

“We all have a responsibility 
to be responsible during this 
time, and college students are 
not taking on responsibilities 
seriously,” Ebaseh-Onofa said. 
“Honestly, it’s just them risk-
ing getting COVID-19 or not.”

By Anna Canizales
@annaleonorc
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Texas Athletics says transferring of  
student football tickets is impossible

destiny alexander / the daily texan staff
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Life&Arts Editor  A R I A N A  A R R E D O N D O

Q&A

The Sound of UT: Indie pop

ith a bunch of sil-
ver and gold chain 
necklaces around her 
neck, Susannah Joffe 
applied blush to her 
face as she got ready 
for a night out. Peer-

ing into the mirror, she said her journey 
to music started when she would co-write 
and sing with her dad at a young age. 

Her family moved from Virginia to 
pursue the Austin music scene when she 
was young, and she performed her first 
solo gig at 15. The summer before her 
freshman year at UT, she put out her first 
two singles. 

Now, after a yearlong hiatus to take 
time for herself, the radio-television-film 
and Plan II junior said she has been able 
to express herself and explore her identi-
ty through her music. Recently, the solo 
indie pop artist has added another single, 
“Nobody Wants Me Tonight,” and a mu-
sic video to her discography. 

The Daily Texan: How did you first start 
making music?

Susannah Joffe: I was born in Virginia, 
and we moved to Austin because my dad 
wanted to pursue songwriting. He or-
ganically nudged me towards it by show-
ing me a melody he wrote, so that’s how 
we started writing together. And song-
writing with my dad in high school was 
a way for us to bond and talk about a lot 
of stuff that maybe I didn’t really want to 
talk to him about — like breakups — and 
was a way to have a dialogue with him 
without actually having it. 

DT: How has quarantine affected and 
shaped your music?

SJ: I came out during quarantine.  

Before that, I was still in very deep de-
nial that I am very bisexual. And I was 
quarantined with the girl that I was (dat-
ing), so it gave me the time and space to 
be … writing all the time and exploring 
(my sexuality). I also got submerged a 
lot more into gay culture online, which 
affected the type of music I was listening 
to, so I got a lot more into indie pop and 
indie rock. I think now I’m writing a lot 
more along the lines of Phoebe Bridgers, 
Clairo, all the typical gay ladies. So quar-
antine has definitely shaped my song-
writing a lot, and that’s why I’m really 
excited to put out a new EP that debuts 
that new sound.

DT: What kind of creative overlap 
have you discovered between the ra-
dio-television-film program and being a  
musical artist?

SJ: Honestly, it’s really great because I 
self-directed my music video for “Nobody 
Wants Me Tonight,” and I was able to do 
it for free because I have great friends in 
the program who didn’t charge me. That 
video was a huge part of promoting that 
song, and I don’t think my song would 
have gotten anywhere near as many 
streams if I didn’t have a profession-
al-looking video. Having those resources 
and those connections has been invalu-
able for me.

DT: What does music mean to you?
SJ: To be honest, a few years ago, I 

don’t think I would have known how 
to answer this question. I only just  

started understanding how important 
music is to me during quarantine. I’m 
very pain-avoidant and have a lot of is-
sues with confronting that pain, so I 
need some kind of outlet. Songwriting is 
literally journaling for me. It’s my diary, 

so music has been a really healthy way 
for me to cope. Music means the world 
to me, and I literally don’t know what I 
would do if I didn’t have music because 
I don’t want to do anything with my life 
other than music. 

Susannah Joffe finds a 
new sound in quarantine 
along the lines of Phoebe 
Bridgers and Clairo.

By Morgan-Taylor Thomas
@mtthomas_

Music means the world 
to me, and I literally don’t 
know what I would do if I 

didn’t have music because 
I don’t want to do anything 

with my life other  
than music.”

SUSANNAH JOFFE
radio-televison-film and plan ii 

junior

copyright susannah joffe, and reproduced with permission
Susannah Joffe, radio-television-film and Plan II junior, moved from Virginia with her family 
when she was young so her dad could pursue the Austin music scene. She performed 
her first solo gig at 15.  
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Even though her first 
semester of college is only 
just drawing to a close, 
government freshman 
Sydney Murray already 
knows where she’s living 
next year. 

After meeting her future 
roommates through her 
sorority, Murray has 
already signed a lease for an 
apartment in West Campus 
for her sophomore year. 

“It felt that within 
the first month of being 
here, everybody had their 
roommates already figured 
out,” Murray said. 

Although fall 2021 
is months away, some 
students are rushing to sign 
leases and find off-campus 
housing for next year. 
Some say they’re afraid 
apartments will run out  
of space.

“You have the really 
desirable complexes in West 
Campus,” said Sam Njigua, 
broker associate at Campus 
and Central Properties. “If 
you want the best, those 
apartments are normally 
the ones that go the fastest.” 

At this time last year, 
Murray didn’t even know 
what college she was 
going to. This November, 
however, she knows where 
she’ll be living next year and 
with whom.  

“It was all kind of a 
scramble,” Murray said. 
“We found a place we 
really like, but it definitely 
caught me off guard. It was 
a stressful week because 
we were worried that spots 
were filling up really fast.” 

With its proximity to 
campus, Greek life presence 
and nearby bus stops, West 
Campus apartments are 
popular student housing 
locations, Njigua said.

“The first- and second-
year students want to be in 
West Campus,” Njigua said. 

“If you like high-rises, that’s 
the place for you.”

This year, biomedical 
engineering junior Sara 
Stevens is renewing her 
current lease at The Ruckus 
on Nueces. The apartment 
said her signing deadline 
was Sept. 21.

“I think it’s stressful 
because West Campus 
apartments run out 
of spaces quickly,”  
Stevens said.

Murray and her 
roommates also signed 
their leases at the end  
of September. 

“I think if we had waited 
any later, it would be quite 
a struggle, at least from the 
people I’ve heard from that 
don’t know what they’re 
doing next year,” Murray 
said. “It’s definitely giving 
them a little bit of anxiety.”

Biology freshman Isabella 
Ambroso currently lives at 
The Callaway House. Since 
the start of the semester, 
she has stressed about 
where she’ll be living next 
year and with whom.

“I’m an out-of-state 
student, so I think that 
kind of adds another 
complicating factor because 
I don’t have a ton of super 
close friends that I went 
to high school with that 
came here,” Ambroso said. 
“I don’t have people that 
I know for a fact I would 
vibe with … living together  
with them.”

Ambroso has yet to figure 
out where she will live 
next year and is worried 
she won’t find roommates  
in time.

“It sucks because 
you don’t even know 
these people that well 
yet, especially because 
we’re freshmen during a 
pandemic,” Ambroso said. 
“It’s always in the back 
of my head that I need 
to find a lease and figure 
out my living situation for  
next year.”
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Students stress out over finding apartments in 
West Campus for next school year

alex donovan / the daily texan file

By Leni Steinhardt
@lenisteinhardt
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or freshman 
m i d f i e l d e r 
Ari Weiss, 
T h e 
U n i v e r s i t y 
of Texas 

was always his dream 
school. But he didn’t 
realize this until after he 
committed to play lacrosse at  
Denison University. 

In January 2020, after 
three months of sleepless 
nights, Weiss called Denison’s 
head coach and told him 
he would be decommitting. 
Weiss said the decision came 
after his high school coach 
urged him to choose a college 
not just for lacrosse. 

“The one thing that 
kind of held me back from 
decommitting earlier was … 
not knowing if I was going 
to get into Texas and Texas 
really being the only other 
school I wanted to go to if it 
weren’t for lacrosse,” Weiss 
said. “It (was a) really hard, 
really hard time, but I had a 
lot of different people that I 
got to talk to about it, from 
coaches, parents and friends, 
and ultimately I was able to 
make the right decision.”

For other players on the 
Texas men’s club lacrosse 
team who decommitted or 
transfered from Division I 
and Division III programs, 
they made the move because 

of education and the want 
for a change of pace. Their 
choices have benefited the 
Texas lacrosse program.

Like Weiss, freshman 
attackman Cristian Reno 
had previously committed 
elsewhere before deciding to 
come to Texas. His brother 
is a midfielder at Cleveland 
State University. Reno, who 
hails from Dripping Springs, 
Texas, said his brother, the 
coaches and the school’s 
facilities influenced his 
commitment to Cleveland 
State in spring 2019. 

However, Reno said he 
realized he was burnt out 
from lacrosse and wanted 
to pursue his academics at 
a school with a top business 
program. He said he was 
transparent with Cleveland 
State’s head coach about still 
applying to top academic 
programs even though he had 
committed to play there. After 
landing an interview with 
Texas McCombs’ Canfield 
Business Honors Program in 
December 2019, he decided to 
stay in Texas. 

Junior attackman Rowan 
Hart’s path to Texas was 
different than Weiss’ and 
Reno’s. Hart played lacrosse at 
Holy Cross through the 2018 
and 2019 seasons, but when 
the computational physics 
major started his junior year, 
his financial aid situation 
changed. He decided to start 
looking at transferring to 
other schools and eventually 
came to Texas in spring 2020 
because he wanted to put his 
education first and liked UT’s  
physics program. 

“I think for a lot of people, 
you imagine the first or one 
of the top things you’d be 
thinking about is another 
school to play lacrosse at, but 
there are kind of a limited 
number of good academic 

CLUB SPORTS
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Change of pace: Lacrosse players choose to come 
to Texas for more than just their sport

Players decommit 
and transfer from 
Division I and 
Division III schools 
to play club 
lacrosse at Texas.

By Daniela Perez
@danielap3rez

Division I schools,” Hart said. 
“Realistically, I was either 
looking at another Patriot 
League school, which would 
be a similar tuition rate for a 
similar education, or an Ivy  
League school.” 

Hart has thrived at Texas 
and was the number one 
scorer in the Men’s Collegiate 
Lacrosse Association with 32 
goals in six games during the 
2020 season. He’s not the 
only transfer who has found 
success on the field; junior 
attackman Nick McCall, who 
transferred from Washington 
and Lee University, ranked 
third in the association with 
40 goals in 11 games in 2019. 

“I had been plowing snow 
off the field since freshman 
year in high school,” said 
McCall, who attended Choate 
Rosemary Hall before college. 
“I had just only been at small 
New England-type schools. 
I just wanted more of an 
eclectic environment, and 
I think that’s what you get  
at Texas.” 

Both Hart and McCall have 
contributed to Texas’ on-field 
success since transferring 
here. Not only have they been 
able to academically succeed 
while still playing high-level 
lacrosse, but they’ve also 
found a community with  
their teammates.  

“It’s definitely nice to be 
able to socialize and make 
friends going into a new 
school,” Hart said. “I know it’s 
scary for a lot of transfers, but 
to just go to (a place) where 
50 people are forced to hang 
out with you per day, that’s 
pretty ideal for starting to 
meet people. So it was really 
nice to make friends, and 
playing was fun.”

courtesy of seth bokmeyer, reproduced with permission
Junior attackman Nick McCall transferred from Washington and Lee University to UT-Austin. 
McCall wanted a more eclectic environment and has thrived playing lacrosse for the Long-
horns, scoring 40 goals in 11 games in 2019.
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The Texas volleyball team 
beat the Mountaineers 3-1 
Thursday in Morgantown, 
West Virginia, to remain 
undefeated. In their first 
match of the doubleheader, 
the No. 1 Longhorns lost 
the first set but quickly 
dominated the match to win 
back-to-back-to-back sets. 

No. 13 West Virginia came 
out hot with three straight 
aces. Texas was able to 
stifle West Virginia’s early 

momentum and battled 
at the onset of the game, 
holding the Mountaineers to 
an 8-7 lead. But a kill from 
junior outside hitter Kristin 
Lux catalyzed three kills for  
the Mountaineers. 

The Longhorns rallied 
at the end of the first set 
and were within a point of 
catching up to West Virginia 
as the game sat at 21-20. 
But again, three straight kills 
from the Mountaineers put 
them over the edge.  When 
middle blocker Asjia O’Neal 
committed an attack error, it 

squandered Texas’ chances of 
taking the first set.

However, West Virginia 
would be hindered by its own 
errors, giving up 30 points 
to the Longhorns throughout 
the match. The Mountaineers 
opened up the second set 
with an error and would go 
on to commit 13 throughout 
the set that allowed Texas to 
truly dominate. Sophomore 
opposite hitter Skylar Fields 
and junior middle blocker 
Brionne Butler aided Texas 
with three kills apiece. The set 
would end with back-to-back 

errors from West Virginia that 
gave the Longhorns a strong 
25-15 win. 

The third set began as a 
highly contested matchup, 
but Texas quickly took a lead. 
Down 6-7, Fields wound up 
for a kill and tied the game. 
Then, back-to-back errors 
from West Virginia catalyzed 
a seven-point streak for the 
Longhorns. Down 17-8, the 
Mountaineers scrambled to 
get points on the board and 
slightly cut away at their 
nine-point deficit. However, 
the Longhorns’ momentum 

was too much to overcome, 
and Texas took the set with 
a 25-17 win that was capped 
off by a service ace from 
graduate student libero  
Morgan O’Brien. 

By the fourth set, West 
Virginia had fallen from 
being a contested opponent 
to just another school to beat 
for Texas. The Mountaineers 
committed four errors to 
open the set and were not able 
to recover from them. Texas 
stormed out and took a quick 
10-3 lead, led by three kills 
from junior outside hitter 

Logan Eggleston. 
West Virginia didn’t quit 

easily; the team attempted a 
comeback and were at arm’s 
length from the Longhorns 
at 11-7. But its momentum 
wouldn’t hold, and the 
Mountaineers only scored 
eight more points and gifted 
Texas 13 points throughout 
the set. The Longhorns would 
end the match with a kill 
and huge blocks from Butler, 
Fields and sophomore middle 
blocker Molly Phillips. 

Texas is set to play West 
Virginia again Friday at 5 p.m. 

Volleyball remains undefeated, beats West Virginia 3-1

By Daniela Perez
@danielap3rez
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jack myer / the daily texan staff
The Texas volleyball team celebrates after winning a point against Baylor. After sweeping the Bears in last week’s 
back-to-back, the Longhorns continued their undefeated run with a 3-1 win over West Virginia on Thursday night.
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